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Foreword 

In the scope of issues facing cities, animal control may seem minor.  However, roaming or barking dogs – 
to say nothing of other kinds of animals – can be a major livability issue in city neighborhoods and create 
administrative headaches.  The rising popularity of keeping backyard livestock creates additional 
concerns, including odor and sanitation issues. As a general rule, animals – including dogs – are 
considered personal property.  As such, a city wishing to regulate animals within its jurisdiction is 
empowered to do so under the city’s police power.  However, the city must not violate an individual’s 
constitutional due process rights by failing to establish proper hearing and appeal procedures.  This model 
animal ordinance provides a starting point for cities wishing to address animal-related concerns within 
their community.  

 

Disclaimer 

Any model document provided by the LOC is intended to be used as a starting point in an individual 
city’s development of its own documents.  Each city is unique and any adopted document or policy 
should be individually tailored to meet a city’s unique needs. 

This model is not intended as a substitute for legal advice.  Cities should consult with their city attorney 
before adopting an animal ordinance to ensure that the ordinance submitted complies with all aspects of 
federal, state, and local law. 
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MODEL ANIMAL ORDINANCE 

SECTIONS 

1. Purpose 
2. Definitions 
3. Livestock  
4. Dogs 
5. Potentially Dangerous Dogs; Dangerous Dogs 
6. Public Nuisance 
7. Appeals 
8. Severability Clause 
9. Savings Clause 
10. Effective Date 

 

[Insert your City’s Ordaining Clause, e.g., “The People of the City of _____ ordain as follows”] 

Section 1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this ordinance is to establish certain requirements for keeping 
animals within the City and to avoid issues which might otherwise be associated with animals in 
populated areas.   

Section 2.  Definitions. 

A. Altered Dog: A female dog that has been spayed.  A male dog that has been neutered. 
 

B. Animal. Any live vertebrate creature, domestic, or wild. 
 

C. Animal Control Authority: The animal control enforcement authority appointed by the City Manager. 
 

D. Animal Control Officer:  Any person employed or appointed by the City Manager who is authorized 
to investigate and enforce violations relating to animal control or cruelty under the provision of this 
Ordinance.  
 

E. At Large: A dog, or other animal, inside the corporate limits of the City, off the premises of the 
owner, and not under complete control by adequate leash or voice command.  Excepted from this 
definition are dogs in obedience or field training exercises under the direct supervision of a handler in 
areas designated and posted by the City. 
 

F. City: The City of [insert your city name], Oregon. 
 

G. Dangerous Dog: A dog that without provocation or justification bites or attacks a person and causes 
serious physical injury or death or is declared dangerous under this title.  A dog which has bitten a 
human being or other animal on two (2) occasions without provocation is presumed to be a 
“dangerous dog.” 
 

H. Exotic Animal: (1) Any member of the family Felidae not indigenous to Oregon, except the species 
Felis catus (domestic cat); (2) any non-human primate; (3) any non-wolf member of the family 
Canidae not indigenous to Oregon, except the species Canis familiaris (domestic dog); (4) any bear; 
and (5) any member of the order Crocodylia. 
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I. Household Animal: Any animal other than livestock or equines, that is owned or possessed by a 
person. 
 

J. Impoundment: Seizing and confining any animal by any police officer, animal control officer, or any 
other public officer under the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 

K. Leash. Any humane device constructed of rope, leather strap, chain, or other sturdy material not 
exceeding six (6) feet in length, being held in the hand of a person capable of controlling the animal 
to which it is attached.  
 

L. Livestock: Includes, but is not limited to horse, mule, donkey, cattle, sheep, goat, goose, or other 
poultry, llama, ostrich, rabbit, excluding swine, but including fur-bearing animals bred and 
maintained commercially or otherwise.1   
 

M. Muzzle: A device constructed of strong, soft material or of metal, designed to fasten over the mouth 
of a dog that prevents the dog from biting any person or other animal and that does not interfere with 
its respiration. 
 

N. Owner: Any person, partnership, or corporation having a right of property in an animal or who 
harbors an animal or who has it in the care of the person, or acts as its custodian, or who knowingly 
permits an animal to remain on or about any premises occupied by the person.  “Owner” does not 
include veterinarians or kennel operators temporarily maintaining on their premises animals owned 
by other persons for a period of not more than 30 days.  
 

O. Person: Includes any natural person, association, partnership, organization, or corporation. 
 

P. Potentially Dangerous Dog: A dog that while at large: (1) behaves in a manner that a reasonable 
person would believe poses a serious and unjustified imminent threat of serious physical injury or 
death to a person or household animal or livestock; or (2) causes injury to a household animal or 
livestock. 
 

Q. Provocation: Any action or activity, whether intentional or unintentional, which would be reasonably 
expected to cause a normal dog in similar circumstances to react in a manner similar to that shown by 
the evidence. 
 

R. Sanitary Condition: A condition of good order and cleanliness to minimize the possibility of disease 
transmission. 
 

S. Serious Physical Injury: Disfigurement, protracted impairment of health, or impairment of the 
function of any bodily organ. 
 

T. Wild Animal: A species of animal not usually domesticated, regardless of comparative docility or 
familiarity of the individual animal with humans, including species which are ferae naturae.  Wild 
animals include, but are not limited to, wolves, coyotes, bobcats, bears, foxes, deer, and cougars. 
 

 
1 The city should determine which types of animals and livestock are appropriate to be allowed in the city.  For example, in more 
urban cities it may only be appropriate to allow chickens and small breed goats.  These definitions should be modified 
accordingly to avoid inadvertently allowing unintended species of animals. 
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Section 3. Livestock. 

A. Permits Required. No person shall cause or allow the keeping of any livestock on real property within 
the City without a current and valid permit.   
 

B. Prohibited Animals.  No person shall cause or allow the keeping of the following animals on real 
property within the City: 
 

a. Swine; 
 

b. Rosters over the age of six (6) months; 
 

c. Exotic animals; or 
 

d. Wild animals. 
 

C. Issuance.  The animal control authority, or designee, shall issue a permit for keeping livestock upon 
application on a form prescribed by the City and payment of the permit fee as set by Council 
resolution, upon finding that: 
 

a. The premises where the livestock will be kept are maintained in a sanitary condition and 
adequately enclosed from other persons’ property. 
 

b. The premises lie not less than 200 feet from any structure used for human occupancy or, in 
the alternative, the occupant and owner of such structure have agreed in writing to the 
applicant’s keeping of livestock. 
 

c. The premises where the livestock will be kept do not violate any City zoning or development 
ordinances. 
 

d. The following limits are met: 
 

i. For the keeping of horses, cows, llamas, sheep, and goats: 
 
 
 
 
 

ii. For the keeping of miniature horses and pygmy goats: 
 

# of Adult Animals Minimum Lot Size 
Not to exceed 2 20,000 square feet 
3 or more +10,000 square feet/each animal 

iii. For the keeping of chickens: 
 

# of Adult Animals Minimum Lot Size 
1-4 None 
5 10,000 square feet 
6 or more + 1,000 square feet/each animal 

# of Adult Animals Minimum Lot Size 
1 20,000 square feet 
2 or more +20,000 square feet/each animal 
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iv. The number of permitted young shall be limited to two (2) times the number of 
permitted adult animals. 
 

v. As a condition of the issuance of a permit, the premises shall remain open for 
inspection at reasonable times by the City for compliance with this chapter.2  
 

D. Revocation. A permit shall be revoked if the animal control officer finds that the premises no longer 
comply with the necessary permitting requirements, or if livestock present an unreasonable risk of 
danger to other persons or property. Any permittee whose permit is revoked shall have ten (10) days 
to relocate or otherwise dispose of the livestock, unless the animal control officer finds that the 
livestock pose an unreasonable threat to the health or safety of the public, in which case any 
revocation shall be effective immediately. 
 

E. Appeal of Revocation or Denial:  
a. An appeal of a decision of the animal control authority or officer pursuant to this section must 

follow the appeals procedure set out in Section 7 of this Ordinance.  
 

b. If a written appeal from a revocation is timely filed, the permittee shall be allowed to 
continue to keep the livestock for which the permit was obtained, pending the determination 
of the appeal, unless the animal control officer determines that the livestock present an 
unreasonable threat to the public health or safety, in which case the revocation of the permit 
shall become effective immediately. 
 

Section 4. Dogs.   

A. Licenses required. Every owner of a dog that has a set of permanent canine teeth or has attained the 
age of six (6) months, whichever event occurs first, shall immediately obtain a license for the dog.3 
 

B. Issuance.  The animal control authority shall issue a dog license upon application on a form 
prescribed by the City and payment of the license fee. 
 

C. Period of Licensure.  Dog licenses are valid for one (1) year.  No license shall be issued until a 
certificate of vaccination for rabies, valid for the license period, is presented. 
 

D. License Fee.  The license fee shall be determined by Council resolution in such amount as it finds 
necessary to enable the City to carry out the provisions of this section.4 
 

a. Reduced fee.  Altered dogs may be licensed at a reduced fee, to be determined by Council 
resolution.  Applicants must present a certificate from a licensed veterinarian stating that the 
dog to be licensed has been altered.   
 

b. Exceptions to fee.  No license fee shall be required for a guide/service dog that is trained to 
provide services to a visually impaired person or that is used as an assistance animal as 
defined in ORS 659A.143. A license shall be issued for the dog upon proper proof of rabies 
vaccination and upon filing of a statement by the impaired person showing the dog to come 

 
2 Additionally, the city may choose to limit the keeping of livestock to certain zoning districts.  
3 In the alternative, the city may choose to not regulate dog licenses and defer to the county licensing provisions.  Language may 
include: “Every owner of a dog that has a set of permanent canine teeth or has attained the age of six months, which ever event 
occurs first, shall license said dog pursuant to the ordinances of the county therein the dog is kept.” 
4 Pursuant to ORS 609.100, a license fee may not be less than $25 for each dog and not less than $3 for each altered dog. 
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within this exemption.  The statement shall be filed with the City Manager or designee. 
 

E. Number of Dogs Permitted.  A maximum number of three (3) adult dogs and their offspring of any 
number up to the age of six (6) months may be kept on each residential lot.  No more than one female 
dog may be used for breeding purposes at any one time.  
 

F. Running at Large Prohibited.  No dog shall be permitted to run at large. 
 

G. Impoundment.  The animal control officer or law enforcement officer may impound a dog that is in 
violation of this code for a period of time hereinafter specified.  A daily record of dogs shall be kept 
at the place of impoundment and shall be made available to the public.   
 

a. Notice.   The animal control officer/law enforcement officer shall personally notify the owner 
of the dog of the impoundment.  If the animal control officer/law enforcement officer is 
unable to contact the owner or if the owner of the dog impounded is not reasonably 
ascertainable at the time of impoundment, the animal control officer shall immediately notify 
the owner by certified mail, return receipt requested sent to the owner’s last known address. 
The notice of impoundment shall inform the owner of the day that they may request, in 
writing, a hearing to contest the impoundment within five (5) business days of receipt of 
notice.   
 

b. Period of impoundment: 
 

i. An unlicensed dog, or a dog for which the owner is unknown, which has not been 
redeemed within 72 hours after impoundment will be deemed property of the animal 
shelter or may be sold or humanely euthanized. 
 

ii. A licensed dog, or a dog for which the owner is known, which has not been redeemed 
within 120 hours of notification of the owner by telephone contact or by mailing of 
the impoundment notice may be deemed property of the animal shelter or may be 
sold or humanely euthanized.  
 

c. Fee. A fee charged against the owner of a dog who has be impounded shall be in the amount 
set by Council resolution. 
 

d. Redemption.  Redemption of impounded dogs shall be made by exhibiting satisfactory proof 
that the person is the owner, and by paying the following required fees and charges: 
 

i. Impoundment fee; 
 

ii. Daily care fee; 
 

iii. License and rabies vaccination fees, if required; and 
 

iv. Medical care fees, if required. 
 

e. Appeal. An appeal of a decision of the animal control or law enforcement officer pursuant to 
this section must state the information set out in Section 7 of this ordinance except that the 
written appeal must be received by the City within five (5) business days of receipt of the 
notice of impoundment. For the purposes of this section, receipt of the notice of 
impoundment is complete three (3) days after mailing or immediately upon personal notice.  
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An owner of the impounded dog may request a hearing be held within ten (10) business days 
after receipt of the request for hearing.  Otherwise, the City Council shall hold a meeting 
within 30 days of receipt of the notice to determine if a violation of this ordinance occurred 
by a preponderance of the evidence.  If the Council determines that a violation of this 
ordinance did not occur, the dog shall be immediately released back to the owner and no 
impoundment charges shall be made. The decision of the Council is final. 
 

f. If a notice of appeal has not been timely filed or if dog which has not been redeemed after 
five (5) business days of notification of the owner if known, or within five (5) business days 
after impoundment if the owner is not known, the dog may be deemed property of the animal 
shelter, sold, or humanely euthanized. 
 

g. No impoundment charge shall be made for dogs released after the City Council’s 
determination that no violation of this ordinance has occurred. 
 

H. Dog Bites.   
 

a. The owner of a dog that bites a human being shall immediately file a report with the animal 
control officer and provide the time and circumstances of the bite and name and address of 
the person bitten, if known.  
 

b. Any person who is bitten by a dog shall immediately file a report with the animal control 
officer describing such bite giving the description of the dog, the time and circumstances of 
the bite and the name and address of the dog owner, if known. 
 

c. Upon notice of a dog bite, the animal control officer shall deliver written notice to the owner 
of the dog, if known.  The owner shall thereupon be required to quarantine the dog for ten 
(10) days.   
 

d. An owner who is required to quarantine a dog shall: 
 

i. Prevent the dog from being in contact with any other animal or person; or 
 

ii. At the owner’s expense, quarantine the animal in a licensed veterinary hospital, local 
animal humane society, or a kennel approved by the City Manager, or designee. 
 

e. If the dog exhibits symptoms of rabies, the owner or person in possession of the dog shall 
handle or dispose of the dog pursuant to ORS 433.345.5 
 

 
5 ORS 433.345 provides:  

“(1) If an animal bites a person and the bite causes a break in the skin, or if an animal is suspected of rabies or has been in 
close contact with an animal suspected of rabies, the facts shall be immediately reported to the local health officer by any 
person having direct knowledge. 
 
(2) The Oregon Health Authority, in consultation with the State Department of Agriculture, shall promulgate rules relating to 
the handling and disposition of animals that have bitten a person or are suspected of rabies or that have been in close contact 
with an animal suspected of rabies. Such rules may include requirements for confinement, isolation and inoculation. Owners or 
persons in possession of animals subject to such rules, shall handle or dispose or allow the handling or disposal of such animals 
strictly in accordance with such rules.” 
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Section 5. Potentially Dangerous Dogs; Dangerous Dogs 

A. Determination of Status. 
 

a. The animal control officer may find and declare a dog potentially dangerous or dangerous if 
the officer has probable cause to believe that the dog falls within the definition of “dangerous 
dog” or “potentially dangerous dog”.  The finding must be based upon: 
 

i. The written complaint of a person who is willing to testify that the animal has acted 
in a manner which causes it to fall within the definition of  “dangerous dog” or 
“potentially dangerous dog”;  
 

ii. Dog bite reports filed with the animal control officer as required by City ordinance or 
state law;  
 

iii. Actions of the dog witnessed by any animal control officer or law enforcement 
officer; or 
 

iv. Other substantial evidence admissible in court. 
 

b. A dog may be declared dangerous under this section if the dog has within a twelve-month 
period attacked of killed a household animal or livestock on more than one occasion.  For 
purposes of this subsection only, a household animal, or livestock, does not include any feral 
animal or does not apply where the attack was upon a household animal, or livestock that was 
at large or upon a household animal, or livestock that was tormenting or attacking the dog. 
 

c. The declaration shall contain the following information: 
 

i. Name and address of the owner of the dog if known and if not known, that fact; 
 

ii. A description of the dog; 
 

iii. Whereabouts of the dog; 
 

iv. Facts upon which the declaration is based; 
 

v. Restrictions placed upon the dog and when the owner is not known, the intended 
disposition of the dog; 
 

vi. Penalties for violation of the restrictions, including possibility of destruction of the 
animal and fine; 
 

vii. Availability of a hearing to contest the declaration by submitting a written request to 
the City Council within 15 business days of receipt of the declaration; or if the notice 
is given by publication or posting, within 15 business days of the earlier of the date of 
the notice first appears in the newspaper or the notice is posted. 
 

d. Dogs shall not be declared dangerous or potentially dangerous if the threat, injury, or damage 
was sustained by a person who, at the time, was committing a willful trespass or other tort 
upon the premises occupied by the owner of the dog, or was tormenting, abusing, provoking 
or assaulting the dog or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have tormented, abused, 
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provoked or assaulted the dog or was committing or attempting to commit a crime.  
 

e. Notice.   
 

i. The declaration shall be in writing, and shall be served by the animal control officer: 
 

ii. On the owner if known using one of the following methods: 
 

1. Certified mail, return receipt requested to the owner’s last known address;  
 

2. Personally; or 
 

3. If the owner cannot be located by one of the first two methods, publication in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the City and posting a notice on the 
property of the owner; 
 

iii. Where the owner is not known:  publication in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City. 
 

iv. When notice is given by certified mail, return receipt requested, notice is effective 
when received; provided however, if delivery has been refused, notice is effective by 
publication or posting and whenever notice is accomplished by publication or posting 
the notice is effective and deemed received on the earlier of the day the newspaper is 
published, or the property is posted. 
 

f. Appeal.   An appeal of a decision of the animal control officer pursuant to this section must 
follow the appeals procedure set out in Section 7 of this ordinance. 
 

B. Potentially Dangerous Dog Restrictions. 
 

a. No person may maintain a dog declared potentially dangerous dog in violation in this section. 
 

b. No person owning, harboring, or having the care or custody of a potentially dangerous dog 
shall permit the dog to leave the owner’s property unless the dog is securely leashed and 
muzzled. The dog may only be walked by a person who is both over the age of 18 and who 
has the physical ability to restrain the dog at all times 
 

c. All owners of potentially dangerous dogs must spay or neuter the dog and provide proof of 
sterilization to the City within 21 days of the animal control officer declaring the dog 
potentially dangerous. 
 

d. In addition to any other penalty for a violation under this section, a court of competent 
jurisdiction may revoke the authority of a person to keep a potentially dangerous dog within 
the City. 
 

e. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog may apply to the City Manager, or designee to 
have the declaration waived after two (2) years upon meeting the following conditions: 
 

i. The owner and offending dog have had no subsequent violations of this chapter of 
the code; 
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ii. The owner of the dog has complied with all provisions of this act for a period of two 
(2) years; and 
 

iii. The owner of the dog provides proof to the City Manager of successful completion of 
a behavior modification program administered by a Certified Pet Dog Trainer 
(CPDT), Certified Dog Behavior Consultant (CDBC), or Veterinary Behaviorist, 
certified through the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVB) or 
equivalent training.  
 

If the City Manager, or designee finds sufficient evidence that the dog owner has complied 
with all conditions in this subsection, the application shall be forwarded to the City Council 
to rescind the potentially dangerous dog declaration during its next regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 

C.  Dangerous Dog Restrictions. 
 

a. No person shall maintain a dog declared a dangerous dog in violation of this section. 
 

b. All owners of dangerous dogs must spay or neuter the dog and provide proof of sterilization 
to the City within 21 days of the animal control officer declaring the dog dangerous. 
 

c. Dangerous dog permit required.  In addition to a dog license, every owner of a dangerous dog 
shall obtain a dangerous dog permit  and renew such permit each year. 
 

i. Issuance.  The City Manager, or designee shall issue a dangerous dog permit upon 
application on a form prescribed by the City, payment of the license fee, and upon 
finding that: 
 

1. The dog has been issued a certificate of vaccination for rabies, valid for the 
entire period in which the license is sought;  
 

2. The dog has been spayed or neutered and the owner has provided proof of 
sterilization; 
 

3. The owner of the dangerous dog has procured liability insurance or a surety 
bond in the amount of not less than $100,000 covering any damage or injury 
that may be caused by such dangerous dog.  The policy shall contain a 
provision requiring that the City be notified immediately by the agent issuing 
it if the insurance policy is canceled, terminated, or expired.  The dog owner 
shall sign a statement attesting that they shall maintain and not voluntarily 
cancel the liability insurance during the lifetime of the dangerous dog; 
  

4. The dangerous dog is at all times kept or maintained in a safe manner and is 
at all times confined securely under the provisions of this section so that 
keeping the dangerous dog will not constitute a danger to human life or 
property; 
 

5. Adequate safeguards are made to prevent unauthorized access to the 
dangerous dog by a member of the public; and 
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6. The quarters in which the dangerous dog is kept or confined are adequately 
lighted and ventilated and are so constructed that the animal can be kept in a 
clean and sanitary condition and the well-being of the dangerous dog is not in 
any way endangered by the manner of keeping or confinement. 
 

ii. Inspection.  Prior to the initial issuance and renewal of a dangerous dog permit, the 
animal control officer shall inspect the premises subject to the license to determine if 
the owner of the dog complies with all of the conditions specified under this section.  
In addition, the animal control officer shall have the authority to inspect the premises 
upon the receipt of any complaint regarding the maintenance of such premises or the 
dog therein.  If the animal control officer determines during the inspection, that any 
of the conditions specified under this section are being violated, the officer shall 
reuse to issue or renew the permit or shall revoke the permit unless the violation is 
corrected within a period of time the officer shall direct not to exceed 30 days. 
 

iii. Fee.  The permit fee shall be a fee of $100 for each dangerous dog maintained on the 
premises subject to the permit.  
 

iv. In no event shall a dangerous dog permit be issued or renewed for the keeping of 
more than two (2) dangerous dogs at any single location. 
 

v. Appeal.   An appeal of a decision of the animal control officer pursuant to this section 
must follow the appeals procedure set out in Section 7 of this ordinance. 
 

d. Once a dog has been declared dangerous, it shall be kept in a secure enclosure subject to the 
following requirements: 
 

i. Except when properly leashed and muzzled as provided in this section, a dangerous 
dog shall be securely confined inside a residence or confined in a locked pen or other 
secure enclosure that is suitable to prevent the entry of children and is designed to 
prevent the dog from escaping.  The enclosure shall include shelter and protection 
from the elements and shall provide adequate exercise room, light, and ventilation.   
The enclosure structure shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition and shall meet 
the following requirements:  
 

1. The structure must have secure sides and a secure top, or all sides must be at 
least six (6) feet high; 
 

2. The structure must have a bottom permanently attached to the sides or the 
sides must be buried not less than one (1) foot into the ground; and 
 

3. The structure must be of such material and closed in such a manner that the 
dog cannot exit the enclosure on its own.  
 

The dog shall remain within the residence or enclosure except as necessary for the 
dog to receive veterinary care or exercise. 
 

ii. Signs.  All owners or keepers of dangerous dogs shall display in a prominent place on 
their premises a sign easily readable by the public using the words,” Beware of Dog.” 
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iii. Leash. The dangerous dog shall not be allowed outside its proper enclosure unless the 
dog is securely attached to a leash not more than four (4) feet in length and walked by 
a person who is both over the age of 18 and who has the physical ability to restrain 
the dog at all times.  No owner shall keep or permit a dangerous dog to be kept on a 
chain, rope, or other type of leash outside its enclosure unless a person capable of 
controlling the dog is in physical control of the leash. 
 

iv. Muzzle.  The dangerous dog shall not be allowed outside of its proper enclosure 
unless it is wearing a properly fitted muzzle to prevent it from biting humans or other 
animals.  Such muzzle shall not interfere with the dog’s breathing or vision. 
 

e. Notification of Escape.  The owner or keeper of a dangerous dog shall notify the City 
immediately if such dog escapes from its enclosure or restraint and is at large.  Such 
notification shall also be required if the dog bites or attacks a person or another animal.  
 

f. Failure to Comply.  It shall be a separate offense to fail to comply with the restrictions in this 
section.  Any dog found to be in violation of this section shall be subject to immediate seizure 
and impoundment pursuant to Section 4(G) of this Ordinance.  In addition, failure to comply 
with the requirements and conditions set forth in this Ordinance shall result in the revocation 
of the dog’s license and permit providing for the keeping of such dog. 
 

g. A dangerous dog owner may apply to the City Manager or designee to have the dangerous 
dog declaration waived after three (3) years upon meeting the following conditions: 
 

i. The owner and offending dog have had no subsequent violations of this Code’s 
Chapter; 
 

ii. The owner of the dog has complied with all provisions of this chapter for a period of 
three (3) years; and 
 

iii. The owner of the dog provides proof to the City Manager of successful completion of 
a behavior modification program administered by a Certified Pet Dog Trainer 
(CPDT), Certified Dog Behavior Consultant (CDBC), or Veterinary Behaviorist, 
certified through the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists (ACVB) or 
equivalent training. 
 

If the City Manager, or designee finds sufficient evidence that the dog owner has complied 
with all condition in this subsection, the application shall be forwarded to the City Council to 
rescind the dangerous dog declaration at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

Section 6. Public Nuisance.   

A. An animal shall be a public nuisance under the meaning of this chapter in the following instances: 
 

a. The number of animals maintained on any premises is found to exceed the number allowed 
by this Chapter. 
 

b. The animals or group of animals make loud or frequent noises that disrupt the comfort or 
repose of persons in accordance with a reasonable person standard. 
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c. The animal which through the negligence of the owner fails to maintain the animal premises 
in a sanitary manner to a degree that offensive odors can be detected from an adjoining street, 
yard, or residential unit. 
 

d. The animal habitually escapes confinement and trespasses on private property other than its 
owner’s or on public right-of-way. 
 

e. The animal is found roaming at large. 
 

f. The animal chases persons or vehicles on premises other than premises from which the owner 
of the animal may lawfully exclude others. 
 

g. The animal damages or destroys property of persons other than the owner of the animal. 
 

h. The animal scatters garbage on premises other than premises from which the owner of the 
animal may lawfully exclude others. 
 

i. The animal bites any person or animal while unprovoked. 
 
 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person being the owner of any animal to permit the animal to be a public 
nuisance as defined in this Chapter. 
 

C. Any person in violation of this section is subject to a penalty in an amount set by Council resolution.  
In addition, the City Council may direct the removal of any animal or group of animals from the City 
which are deemed to be a public nuisance. 
 

D. An appeal of a decision pursuant to this section must follow the appeals procedure set out in Section 7 
of this ordinance. 
 

Section 7. Appeals. 

A. Unless otherwise specifically provided under section 4(G)(e) of  this ordinance, any person aggrieved 
by a decision of the animal control officer, or designee under this ordinance, may seek review of the 
decision by filing a written appeal with the City Council not more than 15 business days after 
receiving notice of the decision.  The written appeal shall state: 
 

a. The name and address of the appellant; 
 

c. The reason given by the City for its decision; and 
 

d. The reason the determination is incorrect. 
 

e. In addition to the above, an appeal of a decision regarding the denial or revocation of a 
livestock permit, the written appeal must also include: 
 

i. A description of the livestock being kept or desired to be kept and the facilities for 
the livestock; and 
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ii. A map showing the location of the livestock structures in relation to the permittee’s 
property lines, abutting properties and all structures used for human occupancy; 
 

B. The City Council shall hold a meeting within 30 days of a timely and complete written appeal to hear 
and determine the appeal on the basis of the appellant’s written statement and any additional evidence 
the Council deems appropriate.  If the Council decides to take oral argument or evidence at the 
hearing, the appellant may present testimony and oral argument personally or by counsel.  The rules 
of evidence as used by courts of law do not apply.  The appellant shall have the burden of proving the 
error in the animal control authority’s or animal control officer’s determination.  The City Council 
shall issue a written decision within 20 business days of the hearing date.  The Council’s decision is 
final. 

Section 8. Severability Clause. A determination of invalidity or unconstitutionality by a court of 
competent jurisdiction of any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part of this ordinance shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining parts to this ordinance.  
 

Section 9. Savings Clause. A prosecution that is pending on the effective date of this ordinance and arose 
from a violation of an ordinance repealed by this ordinance, or a prosecution started within one (1) year 
after the effective date of this ordinance arising from a violation of an ordinance repealed by this 
ordinance, shall be tried and determine exactly as if the ordinance had not been repealed. 
 

Section 10. Effective Date. This ordinance is effective on ____________________.   
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Model Livestock Permit Application 

City of _____ Livestock Permit Application 

SITE LOCATION & DESCRIPTION 

Site Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Lot Size (Total Square Footage):__________________________________________________________ 

Lot Dimensions:_______________________________________________________________________ 

DESCRIPTION OF ANIMALS 

 Chickens Miniature 
Horses/Pygmy 
Goats 

Horses/Cows/Llamas/Sheep/Goats 

Numbers to be 
kept on property: 

   

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Square footage of animal enclosure used for the benefit of the animals: 

 Indoor Enclosure  
(Square Footage) 

Outdoor Enclosure  
(Square Footage) 

Enclosure #1   
Enclosure #2 (if applicable)   
Enclosure #3 (if applicable   
Enclosure #4 (if applicable)   

Is the site fully fenced? � Yes  � No   Is/Are the enclosure area(s) fully fenced? � Yes  � No 

Where/how will animal food be stored? 

Where will animal waste be stored? 

Will waste be � composted or � disposed of?  How often will the waste be removed? � Daily � Weekly 

 

 

Note: Approval of a Livestock Permit is required to keep chickens and other livestock within 
city limits.  All standards of the Permit must be met to obtain approval. 
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LIVESTOCK APPLICATION (cont.) 

SITE PLAN 

Please attach a “to scale” site plan which clearly shows: (Example of “to scale 1 inch = 100 feet) 

• Lot dimensions and size and location of house and accessory structures. 
• Animal enclosure structures and areas for the keeping of animals. 
• Location of fencing used to keep animals contained within the site. 
• Locations where waste will be stored or composted. 

APPLICANT AND OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

Applicant Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________  Email Address:_________________________________ 

 

If the applicant is not the property owner, permission from the owner must be provided below: 

Property Owner(s):_____________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________  Email Address:_________________________________ 

Property Owner’s Signature:______________________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE 

I hereby certify that my animals and enclosures will continually conform to the standards of the [city] 
Municipal Code and to any conditions of approval attached to the Livestock Permit.  I understand that the 
ability to keep livestock is subject to revocation if violations of the Municipal Code or this permit exist on 
my property. 

Applicant’s Signature:_________________________________       Date________________________
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Model Dog License Application 

City of _____ Dog License Application 

OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

Owner Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Physical Address where dogs will be kept: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address (if different):____________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________  Email Address:_________________________________ 

DOG INFORMATION 

1) Pet Name:____________________ Breed:____________________  Color:_____________________ 
DOB:________________ Neutered/Spayed:_________________ Male �  Female � 
 

2) Pet Name:____________________ Breed:____________________  Color:_____________________ 
DOB:________________ Neutered/Spayed:_________________ Male �  Female � 
 

3) Pet Name:____________________ Breed:____________________  Color:_____________________ 
DOB:________________ Neutered/Spayed:_________________ Male �  Female � 

Fee Schedule 

 1 year 
Neutered/Spayed Dog $20 
Non-Neutered/Spayed 
Dog 

$37 

Applicant’s Signature:________________________________ Date____________________________ 
 

Enclosed Fee: $___________ 
 

Complete and return this form with payment to:  

City Hall 
123 Main St. 

City, OR 97777 
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