
We did it!!!!  

The American Rescue Plan Act passed the House this afternoon by a vote of 220-211, and 

will be signed later this week, according to White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki.  

Cities, towns and villages will receive $65.1 billion under the bill.  

Here is NLC’s statement on the passage of the bill by the House.  

The bill ensures that all 19,000 cities, towns, and villages will receive funding in this package. 

Never before has Congress provided money to every municipality. This is truly historic. Under 

the CARES Act, only the top 34 cities received money directly from the federal government. 

6,000 cities, towns, and villages received nothing from the CARES Act.  

This money will allow cities who are struggling to recover. This money will allow cities to not 

have to furlough workers and bring back those laid off. This money will make a huge difference 

in the fiscal condition of every city, town and village in this nation.  

Today is a tremendous victory. There are too many people to personally call out here, but it is 

because of the advocacy you did, the calls you made, the emails you sent, the tweets you 

tweeted, the op-eds you published in your local papers and on and on, that we are here today. 

The American Rescue Plan provides federal investments to defeat the COVID-19 virus and 

provide workers and families with resources needed to survive the pandemic. 

 Specifically, the bill provides funding for: 

• Agriculture and nutrition programs, including extending SNAP and the Pandemic EBT 

program to keep families fed through the pandemic; 

• Schools and institutions of higher education to safely reopen schools, address learning 

loss, and support students and staff, including support for broadband for students; 

• Child care to help sustain child care providers and expand child care assistance to 

857,000 children; 

• COVID-19 vaccinations, testing, treatment, and prevention, especially for hard to reach 

communities and areas; 

• Mental health and substance-use disorder services; 

• Emergency rental assistance, homeowner assistance, and other housing programs to help 

families pay rent, mortgages, and utilities; 

• Transit agencies to prevent layoffs of transit workers and prevent severe cuts to transit 

services that essential workers and the general public rely on. 

• Payments to state, local, tribal, and territorial governments for economic relief and to 

combat the virus; 

• Multiemployer pension plans; 

https://www.nlc.org/post/2021/03/10/national-league-of-cities-applauds-house-for-advancing-american-rescue-plan-to-president-bidens-desk/


• Small business assistance, including specific programs for restaurants and live venues; 

• Support for health care workers, transportation workers, federal employees, veterans, and 

other targeted populations; 

• International and humanitarian responses and; 

• Tribal government services. 

  

The bill also includes provisions that: 

• Extend enhanced unemployment benefits through September, providing an additional 

$300 per week on top of all state unemployment benefits; 

• Provide direct economic impact payments of $1,400 per eligible individual and $2,800 

for couples making up to $150,000 per year. Eligible families will also receive an 

additional $1,400 payment per child and adult dependent, amounting to $5,600 for an 

average family of four; 

• Expand the Child Tax Credit and the Earned Income Tax Credit, two powerful and 

effective tools to end poverty; 

• Provide premium assistance for certain health insurance coverage; and 

• Require coverage, without cost-sharing, of COVID-19 vaccines and treatment under 

Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP). 

  

RESOURCES: 

Summaries: 

• ARP Title-By-Title Summary 

• ARP Summary of Modifications to the House Bill 

• ARP Overview by Senate Budget Committee 

State By State Estimates: 

The below state by state estimates were prepared by multiple institutions, including the 

Congressional Research Service (CRS) and various Senate Committees. 

• State and Local Fiscal Relief 

• Enhanced Federal Unemployment Insurance 

• Expanded Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit 

• Additional Round of Direct Payments 

• Education Relief Funding 

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/arp_-title-by-title-summary
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/03/08/2021/03/08/2021/arp-summary-of-modifications-in-the-senate-bill
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/american-rescue-plan-act-budget-overview-3-10-21
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/final-state-and-local-allocation-output-030821
https://tcf.org/content/report/11-4-million-workers-facing-jobless-benefit-cliff-starting-march-14-unless-congress-acts-swiftly/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/house-covid-relief-bill-includes-critical-expansions-of-child-tax-credit-and
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/state-level-estimates-for-a-proposed-third-direct-payment-v2
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/cd-memo_esser_eans_heerf_senate-passed-sub-to-hr1319_3-8-21


• Emergency Rental Assistance 

• LIHEAP 

• FEMA Disaster Relief Fund Estimates 

• Child Care and CCDBG 

• Head Start 

• Transit Relief for Urbanized Areas 

• Rural Transit 

• Paratransit 

• Enhanced and Expanded ACA subsidies, Additional Resources 

• Extension of ACA Premium Subsidies to UI Recipients 

• Incentives for Non-Expansion States to Expand Medicaid  

o Increased FMAP 

o Increased Coverage 

 

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/era-in-senate-substitute-language-030421
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/estimated-liheap-fy2021-formula-allocations-45-billion
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_february-2021-disaster-relief-fund-report.pdf
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/ccdf-in-fy2021-reconciliation
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/head-start-in-fy2021-reconciliation
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/american-rescue-plan-act_-5307-runs-tentative-3821
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/american-rescue-plan-act-5311-amounts-tentative-3821
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/american-rescue-plan-act-5310-amounts-tentative-3821
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/health-provisions-in-house-relief-bill-would-improve-access-to-health-coverage
https://www.kff.org/report-section/impact-of-key-provisions-of-the-house-covid-19-relief-proposal-on-marketplace-premiums-appendix/
https://www.familiesusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/COV2021-32-Congress-Health-Care-Insurance-Beneficiaries-Tax-Credits_Analysis_LayoutB.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/health-provisions-in-house-relief-bill-would-improve-access-to-health-coverage
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid/#:~:text=Nationally%2C%20more%20than%20two%20million,for%20Marketplace%20premium%20tax%20credits

