
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund and 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
of 2021

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (DEQ)

Ryan Phillips, Program Analyst

April 22nd, 2022

Ryan Phillips |   Oregon Department of Environmental Quality



Key Questions
1. What is the Clean Water State Revolving Fund?

2. Is my project eligible?

3. How will the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
affect CWSRF’s assistance to eligible borrowers?

4. How can I get more information and apply?



1. What is the Clean Water State Revolving Fund?

• Purpose: to help communities improve environmental and public health by preventing 
and mitigating water pollution

• How: planning, design and construction loans for point source pollutions, nonpoint 
source pollution and estuary management

• How much: ~$200 million available annually * 

• Key benefits
– Below market interest rates (.6% - 2.31%)
– Principal forgiveness: a portion of loan amount is “forgiven” upon closing the loan (up to 

$500,000*)
– Extended repayment term: up to 30 years
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Goal: to help public agencies improve environmental and public health by preventing and mitigating water pollutions 

How: 

	By funding a wide variety of water quality protection efforts 

		Over past 30 years, loaned over $1 billion to communities across Oregon to support the development of water infrastructure projects
		
	The range of eligible projects and activities is broad

		Includes

			Planning: data collection and measurement; evaluation and analysis; report preparation; environmental review

				Any planning activities that have a reasonable project of resulting in a capital project

			Design: any pre-construction design

			Construction

				Traditional gray infrastructure

					Upgrade, repair, replace centralized wastewater treatment works

					Stormwater – traditional pipe, storage and treatment systems

				Physical or virtual security

				Energy or water conservation

					Replace irrigation canals with piped irrigation

					On site wind or solar

					Methane capture and energy conversion equipment

					Permeable pavement or wetland/riparian or shoreline creation, protection and restoration

				Agricultural best management practices

					water efficient irrigation equipment

					manure spreaders

				Landfill liner systems or leachate treatment facilities

				Habitat protection and restoration

					fisheries and shellfish restocking and restoration

					restoring oyster/mussel beds

		Not operations and maintenance

How much:

	Over last 5 years, averaged $60 to $100 million in new loan agreements

	$200 million available annually

	* will increase with IIJA

Key benefits

Below market interest rates: currently .6% - 2.31%

	Interest rate varies by type of loan, repayment term, borrower

		Currently, 30-year design and construction loan for a public agency located in a small community with below statewide median household income .96%

	.5% fee on unpaid principal of loan

		No fee for planning or interim loans

Principal forgiveness: up to $500,000* or half of loan amount

	* increase with IIJA

	Eligibilities

		1/ Meet affordability criteria – distressed community according to Business Oregon Index

		2/ Individual rate payers will experience a financial hardship

		2/ Project addresses water-efficiency goals, energy-efficiency goals or encourages sustainable project planning, design and construction

		3/ Stormwater projects 


Extended loan terms: up to 30 years

	Or expected useful life of project



2. Is my project eligible?

Three P’s

Public agency (or CDFI)

Pollution

Planning document
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3 key questions to ask about project’s eligibility:

1/ Public agency – Will the loan go to a public agency?

	Incorporated cities
	Counties
	School districts
	Federally recognized tribes
	Sanitary, irrigation and other special districts 
	Intergovernmental entities

	Exception is for Community Development Financial Institution for septic repair and replacement


2/ Pollution – Will the project have a water quality benefit?

	Will it prevent or mitigate water pollution?


3/ Planning document – is the project identified in a planning document?

		Capital improvement plan

		Wastewater or stormwater master plan

		Facility plan

		If the answer is no, can qualify for a planning loan to develop the plan


Important to keep in mind is the flexibility of the program – eligible borrows, kinds of loans, types of projects

	When in doubt, contact us

		More on how in a minute

	



3. How will the IIJA affect CWSRF’s financial 
assistance for eligible borrowers?

• More money (2022 ~ $34 million, 2021 ~ $18 million)

• More principal forgiveness
– 49% of supplemental capitalization grant (2022 - $9.8 million)
– 100% emerging contaminants grant (2022 - $1 million)
– Expand eligibility criteria

• More kinds of support
– Technical assistance for rural, small and tribal publicly owned treatment works (2% of 

federal grants, 2022 ~ $700,000)
– Additional outreach to disadvantaged and economically distressed communities

• More domestic procurement requirements
– Build America, Buy America
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More money

	$12 bn over 5 years nationally – single largest investment in clean water that federal government has ever made

	OR 2021 $18 million, 2022 $34 million

		Expected to increase over the five years, though will depend on Congressional appropriation process

	Keep in mind that this is in addition the approximately $200 million we have on hand

More principal forgiveness

	Increase amount of PF program can offer per loan

	49% of supplemental capitalization grant (2022 - $9.8 million)

		Aggregate amount, individual loans will vary

	100% emerging contaminants grant (2022 - $1 million)

		PFAS and Harmful Agal Blooms

	Expand eligibility criteria – ensure that communities with limited resources can prevent and reduce water pollution


More kinds of help

	Technical assistance for rural, small and tribal publicly owned treatment works (2% of federal grants, 2022 ~ $700,000)

		Identify needs, develop projects, apply for funding, design and implement projects and generally build capacity

	Additional outreach to disadvantaged and economically distressed communities

More domestic procurement requirements

	Build America, Buy America

		Purpose: maximize the use of goods, products and materials produced in the United States

		General applicability: All iron and steel, manufactured products and construction materials used in a project must be produced in the US

			There are some exceptions

		Waivers: waive Buy America preference when in public interest, not available, or unreasonable additional cost

			EPA issuing further criteria to determine eligibility
		
		Applies to construction loans but not planning or design loans

		



4. How to apply and get more information?

• Apply
– Application deadlines: Aug 12, Dec 9, April 14 (2023)
– Types of applications: Planning, Nonpoint source, Point Source, 

Local Community, CDFI

• Information
– Program website: 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/cwsrf/Pages/default.aspx
– Request a meeting: Loan Information Request Form
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Applications

	Reviewed and scored three times/year

	Next deadlines are August 12, December 9, April 14

	Different application depending on the project

		Sponsorship option
	
�Information

	Program website

	Request a meeting

		2-3x/week meet with communities to discuss a project idea – address project and financial eligibilities and answer any questions




4. How to apply and get more information?

Ryan Phillips

Program Analyst

ryan.phillips@deq.Oregon.gov

(503) 805-4147

mailto:ryan.phillips@deq.Oregon.gov
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