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Panelists



• Background of collaboration in the Deschutes Basin
The Deschutes Basin Water Collaborative – www.coic.org/dbwc

• Collaboration – agriculture and urbanization

• Community water needs and challenges

• Land Use/unincorporated areas and wrap-up

Q&A (at end – but we will take clarifying questions throughout)
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General “Flow”

http://www.coic.org/dbwc


Deschutes River
Headwaters: 
Little Lava Lake

Source: 
Underground springs 
and snowmelt

Major Tributaries:
Crooked River 
Whychus Creek 
Metolius River 
Tumalo Creek 
Bridge Creek 

www.deschutesriver.org



Upper Deschutes Basin



Why Collaborate?
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7

Instream Flow Needs…
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Why Collaborate?
Unreliable water in junior irrigation districts…



Growing Communities

New groundwater 
pumping requires 
mitigation under 

the Deschutes 
Groundwater 

Mitigation Program 



Drought



Current Water Rights Distribution



Projected Unmet Needs in Average Year
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Accomplishments
• Water supply generated for cities through water rights transfers

•6,200 acre-feet permanent credits
•1,350 acre-feet temporary credits
• Increasing streamflow ~75 cubic feet per second

• ~100 miles of irrigation canals piped, improved water supplies & 
infrastructure
~100 miles of irrigation canals piped, improved water supplies & 
infrastructure

• 300 cubic feet per second restored to basin streams
• >$200M public investment in basin water
• Community cohesion & resilience



More than 40 member organizations





One jurisdictions land use affects anothers water

• Water Quality

• Flooding 

• Groundwater or Streamflow Declines

• Agricultural Land Conversation and Water Rights
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Land Use Considerations



Potential for conflict – Need for convening

• OWRD Place Based Water Planning Pilots

• AOC County Solutions Program

• Other models – earlier examples
• Hood River basin

• Deschutes basin 
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Collaboration and Coordination



Q and A
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Scott Aycock, COIC – scotta@coic.org

Kate Fitzpatrick, DRC - kate@deschutesriver.org
Steve Johnson, AID - stevejohnson@arnoldirrigationdistrict.com
Joshua Wedding, COR - joshua.wedding@redmondoregon.gov
Commissioner Phil Chang - phil.chang@deschutes.org
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Thank You

mailto:kate@deschutesriver.org
mailto:stevejohnson@arnoldirrigationdistrict.com
mailto:joshua.wedding@redmondoregon.gov
mailto:phil.chang@deschutes.org
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