
What is FEMA Category B? 
 
Emergency protective measures conducted before, during and after an incident if the 
measures: 

 Eliminate or lessen immediate threats to lives, public health, or safety ;or 
 Eliminate or lessen immediate threat of significant additional damage to improved 

public or private property in a cost effective manner 
 
Some of the detail actions are discussed in the Public Assistance Policy and Guide 
Book (PAPPG), starting on page 57 in the following link: 
 
 https://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-policy-and-guidance 
 
Examples of Category B activities include: 
 

 Transporting and pre-posting equipment and other resources for response 
 EOC related costs 
 Supplies and commodities(Page 63 PAPPG) 
 Medical care and transportation (Page 63 PAPPG) 
 Evacuation and sheltering (Page 66 & 67 PAPPG) 
 Security , such as barricades, fencing and law enforcement 
 Dissemination of information to the public to provide warnings and guidance 

about health and safety hazards using various strategies, such as flyers, public 
service announcement, or newspaper campaigns 

 Mass mortuary services 
 
This list is not all inclusive, jurisdictions might encounter unusual needs or costs 
and if that is the case jurisdictions should document why they made the decision 
as the most prudent measure taken. 
 
Until further guidance from FEMA each local jurisdiction should track their cost 
by activity. Emergency protective measures should be directly related to the 
prudent measures as provided by public health guidance.  

 FEMA Eligible Emergency work Cost Eligibility must be: 
 Directly tied to the event 
 Work must be legal responsibility of the eligible applicant 
 Adequately documented 
 Reduced by all applicable credits, such as insurance proceeds and salvage 

values 
 FEMA will not duplicate assistance provided by the Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS), including the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, or other federal agencies. 

 



 

 

Labor: (Page 24 PAPPG) FEMA refers to the Applicant’s personnel as “force account”. 
FEMA reimburses force account labor based on actual hourly rates plus actual fringe 
benefits.  

 

Equipment (Page 26 PAPPG)  

 

FEMA Rates FEMA publishes equipment rates applicable on a national basis. FEMA’s 
rate schedule includes any item powered by fuel or attached to any item powered by 
fuel. FEMA develops equipment rates based on all costs associated with ownership and 
operation of equipment, with the exception of operator labor. 

https://www.fema.gov/schedule-equipment-rates 



 

 

Supplies (Page 28, PAPPG) 

 

Contracts conducting eligible emergency work (Page 30, PAPPG) 

 

 

For file management and tracking of costs, FEMA has available Summary forms, you 
may use the FEMA summary forms or your own, as long as it captures the same 
information.  

https://www.fema.gov/media‐library/assets/documents/26103 

Further Guidance will be distributed upon receipt! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
 
Julie Slevin 
State public Assistance Officer 
503.378.2235 
 
Or  
 
Dan Gwin 



Deputy State Public Assistance Officer 
503.378.3254 


